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VENUE 
Temple Shalom, 175 Temple Street,  
West Newton, MA 02465  

Highlights Fall 2019

TRIO MIRABILE: Danby Cho, clarinet;  
Hyunji Kwon, cello; Heeyeon Chi, piano.
November 25

Chief Evans will reflect on his career throughout 
four decades including the challenges he faced 
with the Boston Marathon.  
December 2.

Join fellow senior citizens for mornings of  
inquiry, entertainment, and community

Lifetime Learning is 40 years old and we’re still going strong! Our 
program of inspirational courses, engaging speakers, and classical 
music performances by local professional musicians returns this 
Fall at the beautiful Temple Shalom in West Newton. In addition to 
ample space for classes and a big, bright performance/lecture hall, we 
will offer coffee and tea to enjoy before and between events. We look 
forward to welcoming new students and seeing old friends.

A lifetime of Lifetime Learning

Lifetime Learning was founded in 1978 by a group of 
intellectually curious senior citizens. Beginning with 
meetings in private homes, it quickly outgrew those 
venues and went on to run at several local institutions. 
The first of those was Temple Shalom, to which it 
returns this fall.

Thanks

Lifetime Learning would not exist without our  
speakers and teachers, many of whom have volun-
teered their time. We also wish to thank Temple 
Shalom for providing rental space for our program. 
A special thank you to Brenda April for her years of 
dedication to the Lifetime Learning program.

About NCE
Newton Community Education is dedicated to your lifelong learning. We offer programs 
for everyone eager to explore—from toddlers to seniors—from Newton and beyond. We 
are a self-sustaining arm of the Newton Public Schools. We aim to inspire or nurture your 
passion with quality programs provided at a reasonable cost. 

Lifetime Learning Staff
Mark Aronson 
Interim Director
Elyssa Klein 
Interim Program  
Coordinator
Clara Chan  
Music Coordinator
Jessica Lipnack   
Speakers Coordinator
Ed Hauben  
Program Volunteer
Jan Hauben 
Program Volunteer

SIX MONDAYS 
October 28 – December 9 
(no program November 11)  
10am — 12:30pm



10/28: CIACCONA: THE BASS OF TIME

Robyn Bollinger, violin
Violinist Robyn Bollinger will present excerpts from her acclaimed 
multimedia presentation tracing the development of a simple repeating 
bass line through three centuries, via Biber, Bach, Bartok and Berio, for  
solo violin.

11/4: BAROQUE & BROADWAY  
Allison Eldredge, cello; Max Levinson, piano
Newton super-duo Allison Eldredge and Max Levinson will present a 
contrasting program of beautiful baroque works for cello and romantic, 
virtuosic arrangements of movie scores and American show tunes from 
popular Broadway shows such as “My Fair Lady” and “Les Miserables” 
for cello and piano. 

11/18: LIVE WHAT WE LOVE  
Carley DeFranco, soprano; Fausto Miro, tenor
Lifetime Learning welcomes back Carley DeFranco and Fausto Miro, who 
inaugurated our concert series at Temple Shalom, for a morning of touching, 
timeless, American vocal music, from the golden age of musical theatre  
to Italian opera classics.

11/25: TRIO MIRABILE  
Danby Cho, clarinet; Hyunji Kwon, cello;  
Heeyeon Chi, piano
Tanglewood and New England Conservatory faculty Danby Cho, Hyunji 
Kwon, and Heeyeon Chi will perform Brahms’ magnificent trio as well  
as Godfather composer Nina Rota’s trio for clarinet, cello, and piano.

12/2: ELEPHANT & LLAMA: MUSIC WITH WORDS 
Tae Kim, piano; Tom Holdener, narrator
Boston pianist and composer Tae Kim will perform Poulenc’s Babar the 
Elephant for piano and narrator (with words written by Jean de Brunhoff) 
and inspired by Poulenc’s piece, his own Llama Llama Red Pajama (with 
words written by Anna Dewdney).

12/9: DREAM A LITTLE DREAM OF JAZZ  
Noralee Walker, viola and vocals; Neil 
Kruszkowski, saxophone and vocals; Shane Wood, 
piano and vocals.
This dynamic jazz/blues/pop trio will explore music of the last century  
(plus a classical crossover surprise)!

CLASSICAL MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE SERIES

LIFETIME LEARNING 
COURSES

THE GILDED AGE AND PROGRESSIVISM 
(1877–1900)
The overarching themes will include industrialization, urbanization 
and immigration. Railroads provide the “blood vessels” of the body 
politic, and electricity, telephones and telegraph the “nerves” and 
money the “oxygen”. The question is “Progress at what cost?” We will 
acquaint ourselves with the “Captains of Industy” (Robert Barons) 
(Carnegie, Rockefeller, Morgan); labor unrest (Homestead and Pullman 
strikes); the rise of Populist and Progressive Movements (William 
Jennings Bryan, Theodore Roosevelt), new and exciting inventions 
and technologies (telephone, electricity,automobile; city “machines” 
(Boss Tweed, Tammany Hall) and muckrakers (Ida Tarbell) and more. 
How does this period relate to our lives today? Join Dan Kunitz on this 
incredible journey.

Dan Kunitz is a graduate from the University of Chicago, who has 
taught in the Newton Public Schools, Rome, Cairo and Kyrgyzstan. 

Suggested text: Axelrod, Alan. The Gilded Age: 1876-1912: Overture to 
the American Century. New York: Sterling, 2017

GREAT SPEECHES THAT CHANGED  
THE WORLD: SERIES 2
The right word, spoken by the right person, at the right time, in the 
right place can literally change the course of human history. We will 
explore 6 historic speeches that affected the flow of modern events: 
Adlai Stevenson’s address to the UN on the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
President Johnson’s speech on the passage of the Civil Rights Act, 
Nelson Mandela’s speech on Black freedom in South Africa, Richard 
Nixon’s resignation speech, Jesse Jackson’s address to the Democratic 
National Convention in 1984, and Ronald Reagan’s speech at the Berlin 
Wall, 1987. Excerpts of each speech will be played at each session. With 
Larry Lowenthal, Ph.D., New York University

CHAIR YOGA
Yoga is for everyone! Chair yoga is safe, gentle, and particularly suitable 
for beginners. Learn traditional yoga postures while supported in a 
chair. You’ll work your muscles and joints from head to toe, reaping 
the physical benefits of a calm mind and spirit. Barbara Perlo, Certified 
Yoga Instructor, will leave you with a renewed vitality, and enhanced 
strength, balance and levity. Barbara teaches with light-hearted wit 
and compassion.

OR

Session 1 • 10:00am–11:00am



DISTINGUISHED  
SPEAKER SERIES

LIFETIME LEARNING 
COURSES

10/28: “WHY I DO WHAT I DO AND HOW IT 
APPLIES TO YOU”
State Representitive Kay Khan has represented Newton in the House of 
Representitives since 1995 and will takes us through her personal history and 
current experiences throughout her 25 years in the legislative process. Learn about 
some of the bills that she is currently working on, as well as the work that she does 
as the House Chair of Committee on Children, Families, Persons with Disabilities.

11/4: A JEW IN THE LOTUS: THE JEWISH-
BUDDHIST ENCOUNTER 
Having been deeply involved in interfaith work for over 40 years, Rabbi Moshe 
Waldoks will take us through his experience as one of the architects of the Jewish-
Tibetian Buddhist Dialogue with the Dalai Lama in Dharmsala, India. Rabbi Moshe 
Waldoks is the Founding Rabbi of Temple Beth Zion, (TBZ) in Brookline, MA. and 
the co-editor of THE BIG BOOK OF JEWISH HUMOR (Harper Collins).

11/18: “THE EMPIRE OF COTTON”  
Author Sven Beckert
For a millennium, the making of cotton cloth was the world’s most important 
manufacturing activity dominated by South Asian spinners and weavers. In the 
eighteenth century, European entrepreneurs and powerful politicians recast the 
industry, combining imperial expansion and slave labor. Author Sven Beckert will 
focus on the endlessly fascinating history of cotton to trace the forces that ushered 
in the world of modern capitalism, including the vast wealth and disturbing 
inequalities that are with us today.

11/25: STAY TUNED!!

12/2: MARATHON ROADBLOCKS  
Chief William Evans
Former Boston Police Department Commissioner and now Chief of Police and 
Director of Public Safety at Boston College,  William Evans has had major roles 
in some of Boston’s most notable situations including Occupy Boston’s 70 day 
decampment in Dewey Square and the Boston Marathon bombing.   Chief Evans 
will take us through his high profile career and the challenges he faced as he 
spearheaded the planning and security of all major events in the city of Boston.

12/9: WHAT’S NEW IN DIGITAL HEALTH  
Dr. John Halamka
Around the world, populations are aging, healthcare is increasingly expensive 
and expert clinicians are a limited resource. What can we do with emerging 
technologies-machine learning, mobile/wearables, telemedicine, cloud, and 
genomics to deliver high quality/lower cost care? Dr. John Halamka travels 400,000 
miles per year around the world and will offer his perspective. 

TRAVELS AROUND THE WORLD  
WITH BARRY PELL
In this five program course, we will travel around the world to explore 
countries and people with a wide range of history, traditions and culture. 
Barry Pell has traveled in nearly 170 countries over fifty years. For this 
course, he has selected countries and regions ( either not previously 
or recently presented at Lifetime Learning) in Asia, Africa, and Europe. 
Together with his photography, he will discuss the unique aspects, which 
make these places so fascinating and appealing. Barry Pell is a world 
traveler and photojournalist. He has traveled widely over five decades, 
visiting and documenting landscapes and cultures in nearly 170 countries 
on all continents. He has also lived and traveled in China, Eastern Europe, 
North Africa and South America. He currently lectures on international 
cultures at schools, universities and institutions in the Boston area 
There will be no class on November 25th, please feel free to join in the 
Distinguished Speaker Series for that week!

TECHNOLOGY FOR SENIORS
Feel left behind with all the new developments in technology? This 
class will help bring you up to speed in a wide range of technological 
developments that affect you. We will look at how the options for 
watching television have changed over the last few years, as well as 
examine how the digital revolution has effected purchasing and listening 
to music, listening to the radio and reading. We will take a look at social 
media, particularly Facebook and Twitter. We will look at how email is set 
up, and will demonstrate video chat so you can see who you are talking 
with on the phone or computer. We will discuss options on all electronic 
devices that can make them easier to use for seniors. This is largely a 
demonstration/ discussion class although there will be opportunities for 
hands-on practice. With Howard Loewinger, IT Specialist

IS THE MEDIUM THE MESSAGE?  
WITH ROBERT SOLOMON
(Description to follow)

BROADWAY SHOW TUNES
Join in as we choose our show tunes as a group with instructor guidance. 
You don’t need to be a great singer; you just need to love to sing. Expand 
your knowledge of musical theatre, strengthen your singing voice as we 
go, and experience the great release that comes from singing some of your 
favorite show tunes with Jimi Zimmardi. Jimi Zimmardi is a professional 
musician who holds a BA from the New England Conservatory in Boston. 
He is also a professor at The McClosky Institute of Vocal Therapy.

Session 2 • 11:30am–12:30pm

OR
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From Route 128 (I-95) heading northbound
Take Exit 23–24–25 (Mass. Turnpike and Route 30). On 
the ramp you will have several choices; take Exit 24–
Route 30, and turn right onto Route 30 East. (Continue 
directions from * just below.)

*Route 30 is Commonwealth Avenue. Go east for 1.8 
miles to Temple Street; on the right is a sign for Brae 
Burn Country Club. Turn left onto Temple Street. Temple 
Shalom is on the left, opposite the Peirce School. The 
parking lot is just before the temple.

From Route 128 (I-95) heading southbound
Take Exit 24–Route 30 immediately after the Mass. 
Turnpike exit. Turn right onto Route 30 East, and follow 
directions from * at left.

From Mass. Turnpike heading eastbound
Take Exit 14 (Route 128, I-95). Head toward a sign that 
says I-95 North–NH–Maine. 100 yards later you’ll see a 
sign for Route 30. Follow the winding off-ramp to Route 
30. Turn right onto Route 30 East, and follow directions 
from * at left.

From Mass Turnpike heading westbound
Take Exit 16. Bear right toward Wellesley (you’ll 
be on Route 16). At intersection with Route 30 
(Commonwealth Avenue), turn left. Take your 4th 
left from Commonwealth Avenue onto Temple Street 
(opposite the sign for Brae Burn Country Club). Temple 
Shalom is on the left, opposite the Peirce School. The 
parking lot is just before the temple.

If you’re familiar with Newton
Take Commonwealth Avenue 1.4 miles west of the Walnut 
Street intersection (Newton City Hall), or 0.5 miles west of 
the Chestnut Street intersection. Turn right onto Temple 
Street. Temple Shalom is on the left, opposite the Peirce 
School. The parking lot is just before the temple.
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Name Date

Address Zip

Email Address Phone

Mondays 10am–11am (pick one)

 Music Performance Series
 Chair Yoga
 The Gilded Age and Progressivism

Mondays 11:30am–12:30pm (pick one)

 Distinguished Speaker Series
 Travels Around The World 
 Technology For Seniors

  SESSION 1   SESSION 2

• To register, call NCE at 617-559-6999 or visit www.newtoncommunityed.org 
• Mail in registration: Complete form, include a check for $100 + $6 reg fee payable to Lifetime Learning, and mail to:  

Lifetime Learning, Newton Community Education, 457 Walnut Street, Newton, MA 02460
• Walk-in registration (cash or check only): Monday, October 28, starting at 9:30am  

  REGISTRATION INFORMATION

 Is The Medium the Message? 
 Broadway Show Tunes

Course ID-T105-F19 $100 + $6 reg fee

Ample parking is available on the street as well as in the temple lot,  
where many handicapped spots are also available.

 Great Speeches  
 that Changed the World


